[The indications of bronchial resection and anastomosis in lung cancer].
Bronchial resection and anastomosis represents an alternative to the pneumonectomy in patients with severe impairment of pulmonary function and/or other diseases which make such radical surgery too risky. The authors present two clinical cases of right upper lobe lung cancer (a squamous-cell carcinoma and an adenocarcinoma) admitted in the Thoracic Surgery Department of the National Institute of Pulmonology "Marius Nasta" from Jan-March 2001, in which they could not perform pneumonectomy because of unacceptable high risks. In both patients a right upper lobectomy with "sleeve" resection was done, with the anastomosis of right main bronchus to the intermediary one. The clinical, bronchoscopic and functional results were excellent. The literature review also shows very good results of this technique in the surgical treatment of lung cancer. For these reasons, the authors recommend this procedure in all the cases in which it can be technically applied; more than that, the survival rate is similar with other more radical techniques, but without any complications.